io6                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
" Such a sad little story came to my knowledge the other day. From my usual post on the verandah I saw a funeral procession wending its slow way through the fields to a little burial-place close by. I asked the 'boy' (Chinese manservant) who was being buried, and he told me it was a little girl of eleven years of age who had been stolen by a neighbour and secretly taken to Peking to be sold as a slave.
"But people were too prudent to buy a girl who evidently was not his and of whom he could give no good account; so, after days of wandering about with her and finding at last that he could not get her off his hands, not daring either to return with her to the village whence he had stolen her, he murdered her by throwing her down a well.
"Her body was not found till days after, when the man had coolly returned to live in his cabin near her father's. The crime, however, was brought home to him, and I hope he suffered for it.
" Selling girls as slaves is not at all an uncommon thing here. They are bought as servants and domestic drudges. In many cases they are well treated, and if they give satisfaction, are often selected as concubines for the sons of the house. I have seen several in the houses of Chinese ladies where I have visited, and they didn't strike me as looking more unhappy than their more fortunate sisters."
After months of brazen sunshine, that summer came to a sudden end, and torrential rain drove us from our temple. For days and nights on end the heavens discharged their floods. I realized then that I had never seen real rain before. For it didn't fall as at home, in gentle, refreshing showers, butio6                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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